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‘ITAN CENTURY January 13, 1954

- ways by which men climb to the high posts in its ministry. .
> | Before Bishop Helander’s trial was concluded Swedish
E | papers quoted the dean of Halmstad, Knut Norborg, as
s  confessing that guilt for the state of affairs disclosed lay
, | on the entire church. Both in the election of bishops and in
' the selection of pastors, said Dean Norborg, there had too
often been “slander and intrigue, quarreling between fac-
tions, half-truths and lies, careerism and everything else

" mixed into a beautiful witch’s brew.”

e S S

But the destruction caused by ambition is not confined
to episcopally organized churches. It plays havoc in every
kind of church, including those that boast of their demo-
cratic and equalitarian nature. There is no conceivable
kind of church organization, ranging all the way from the
tight discipline of morastic orders and the Salvation Army
to the loose associations of “full gospel” tabernacles, where
the corrosion of ambition is not a constant threat. Nor,
so long as the Christian ministry remains in mortal—and
therefore sinning—hands, can the destruction caused by
the seductions of ambition be wholly escaped.
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